
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, April 4 
2:00-3:00  

 

Reclaimed Water Panel (Chinook 1) 
Presenters tbd 

Reclaimed Water - What's Next? As water availability becomes more and more of a concern and water 
needs grow, reclaimed water is more and more a vital sustainable resource. So, now that upgrades to 
your treatment plant have been completed, how do you use your Class A Reclaimed Water? This panel 
brings together panelists that have been engaged in reclaimed water use, both through aquifer recharge 
and expanded distribution. Topics to be discussed include identifying potential users, planning 
distribution, regulatory considerations (e.g. ordinances, user agreements), and the benefits of aquifer 
recharge. The panel will provide real world insight into how to best use reclaimed water, whether you’re 
trying to minimize outfall discharges or reduce potable water consumption. 

 

Maintaining a Road Network with Declining Revenues (Chinook 2) 
Paulette Norman, King County 

How do you maintain a road network with less and less revenue? This is a dilemma faced by public 
works agencies across our state due to the impacts of a deep economic downturn, passage of statewide 
initiatives, annexations, and rising transportation costs. With over 1,500 miles of paved roadway and 
181 bridges in unincorporated areas of King County, the King County road system is an integral part of 
the regional economic engine, providing access for people, freight, and goods. More than 1 million daily 
trips are taken every day on the road system in unincorporated King County, which includes trips by 
more than 250,000 commuters from local cities and neighboring counties. On several key County 
arterials, 50 percent or more of commuters are traveling to or from cities or other counties. 

Responsible for maintaining and preserving the oldest road network in the state, King County has taken 
significant measures to be more efficient and productive to manage the road system with the resources 
it has. Learn about the progress King County has made with its new tiered service level plan, which 
focuses limited resources on the most vital components of the road network and sets priorities for 
future road investment. 

King County is a member of Governor Christine Gregoire’s Connecting Washington Task Force, which is 
working on a statewide transportation financing package. This presentation will provide an opportunity 
for dialogue with other agencies facing similar issues. Working together, we can support the effort to 
find a permanent and sustainable funding solution! 
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HazoHouse: Small Design Build Project (Chinook 3) 
Scott Lindblom, Thurston County 

Thurston County completed a project using the design-build project delivery method on a project much 
smaller scale than the typical design build contract. The “Hazohouse” was completed in 2011 for a total 
design-build contract amount of less than $1.4 million. What makes this project unique? 

Often, the design-build method is used by larger jurisdictions or agencies on projects reaching the tens 
of millions to hundreds of millions of dollars. These agencies need to have each project reviewed by a 
Project Review Committee set up by the WA State General Administration to approve projects over $10 
million. For projects between $2 million and $10 million, not more than ten projects are approved each 
year.  

Most Thurston County projects are not expensive enough or unique enough to use this project delivery 
approach. However, an exemption in the RCW (RCW 39.10.300(3)) specifically allows the use of this 
method if the project uses pre-engineered metal buildings, regardless of cost. Because this project 
delivery method was new for Thurston County, educating the County’s legal counsel and the elected 
officials and assembling the right project team were critical to the success of the project. 

With the completion of the Hazohouse and a new recycling center, the County has continued 
implementation of a long range plan to fully develop a closed landfill. A transfer station, recycling 
center, yard debris collection, off-leash dog park, metal recycling center, and a vactor waste decant 
facility are now in service, and a transit park and ride facility is in construction. The county is looking 
ahead to development of a new public tipping area, tollbooths, scales, equipment storage building, new 
staff office and an expanded transfer station in the coming years. 

 

Emergency Preparedness for PW (Chinook 4) 
Dara Salmon, Snohomish County Emergency Management 

Public Works plays a key role in Emergency Management – even when there’s not an emergency in 
progress. Preparedness for emergency situations, both within public works agencies and as a part of a 
greater preparedness effort, further community resilience and strengthen recovery capabilities. This 
session will discuss the role of Public Works in planning to prepare for and recover from emergencies 
and disasters. We will touch on concepts of intradepartmental preparedness, and we will discuss 
Emergency Support Functions during response and the position that Public Works holds within this 
construct. We will also look at long term recovery activities that will involve Public Works and the 
importance of long term participation. 

 

Wednesday, April 4 
3:30-4:30  

 

Accomplishing Flood Control, Fish Passage, and Instream Sediment Management:  
The Sunset Creek Story in Bellevue (Chinook 1) 
Brian Ward, City of Bellevue; Mark Ewbank, Herrera 

Sunset Creek is an urban stream in Bellevue, significantly altered by development. It is also a Chinook 
salmon spawning stream. Its watershed was largely developed prior to the enactment of runoff control 
regulations. High flow velocities and large streamflow fluctuations erode stream banks in the upper 
watershed and deposit the eroded sediment in the stream channel near SE 30th Street where the 
channel gradient flattens. The adjacent floodplain is fully developed with commercial warehouses and 
businesses, confining the stream to a straightened narrow corridor. The accumulation of 3-4 feet of 
sediment in the stream channel and the resultant diminished conveyance capacity causes the area to 
flood routinely during even minor storm events. Flooding in the area cuts off access to the nearby 



buildings and has caused property damage. Bellevue crews have responded to road or structural 
flooding 29 times in this area since 2000.  

In 2009 the City replaced two 42-inch culverts conveying Sunset Creek across SE 30th Street with a 13' 
wide X 7' tall box culvert with a sediment trap integrated into the structure. The sediment trap within 
the culvert captures a portion of the bed load that has historically aggraded the downstream channel 
reach. Sediment removal activities are now conducted by vactor truck from the street above the culvert, 
rather than dredging the channel downstream of the road. The new culvert is sized to pass the 100-year 
flow event, while also enabling fish passage under a wide range of flows. The stream channel habitat 
and flood conveyance was improved upstream and downstream of the road, and additional channel 
improvements will be constructed downstream in the summer of 2012. The City is implementing a long-
term monitoring plan to assess project performance, inform future sediment trap operations, and 
assure wetland and riparian revegetation success. 

This presentation will focus on the challenges of balancing flood control, stream habitat improvement, 
sediment transport, and cost in a highly constrained stream corridor, the methods of analysis used to 
design the culvert and channel improvements, and findings from two years of monitoring following 
construction of the first phase of a multi-phase project. 

 

Future of Rail (Chinook 2) 
Joni Earl, Sound Transit 

The people of Central Puget Sound were looking to the future in 1996 when they voted to form Sound 
Transit and build a regional transit system.  In 2008, voters reiterated their passion for transit and their 
vision for the future by approving Sound Transit 2, a major transit expansion plan.  That plan includes 
projects throughout the region, including more than 30 miles of new light rail. In this session you will 
learn about those projects and what the future of rail looks like for Snohomish County and the region. 

 

Media Relations in Public Works (Chinook 3) - (Bonus Feature: Making Effective Council Presentations) 
Dick McKinley, City of Tacoma 

This course will provide important information on how to work effectively with news media (reporters), 
and how to make effective presentations to Councils or Boards. Having a bad experience with the media 
can really ruin your day, and can really derail your career. This is important information that they don’t 
teach in school. 

You will learn: to be able to prepare for and give good news interviews; to understand the basics of 
writing successful news releases the easy way; to recognize and avoid pitfalls in working with media; to 
know how to establish and maintain positive relations with reporters; to learn the key things you need 
to know to be successful in making presentations to Councils or Boards. 

 

A Reliable Evacuation Route – Tonquin Ave. Bridge Replacement (Chinook 4) 
Karla Roberts, City of Ocean Shores;  Richard Patterson, AECOM 

This presentation is about the Tonquin Ave Bridge Replacement’s innovative design approach that 
provides a more reliable tsunami evacuation route.  This innovative bridge solution also results 
significantly less construction duration, cost and risk.  Having a reliable evacuation route is important to 
coastal communities.  This solution will have many other applications at both water and railroad 
crossings. 

 

 



Thursday, April 5 
9:00-10:00  

 

Preferred Pumper WasteWater (Chinook 1) 
Julie Howell, Seattle Public Utilities; Clayton Brown, Clean Water Services 

16,600 food service establishments in the Puget Sound Region produce approximately 150 million 
pounds of used fryer grease and grease trap waste (FOG) per year. The Interagency Resource for 
Achieving Cooperation Grease to Beneficial Re-Use Workgroup proposes a regional preferred pumper 
program to better manage grease trap waste. The Portland, Oregon area has an existing Preferred 
Pumper Program for which pumping companies agree to meet certain pumping and reporting criteria. 
Restaurants benefit from consistent and appropriate maintenance standards and maintenance 
reporting, and utilities and benefit from consistent field reports from the pumpers. Tracking FOG from 
source to ultimate disposal is a challenge, as pumpers work across many jurisdictional boundaries.  

Will these two groups merge? Will they take grease trap waste tracking into the electronic age? Come 
hear the latest from these two Pacific Northwest utility groups. 
 

A Framework for Transit Corridor Planning (Chinook 2) 
Roland Behee, Community Transit 

Growing traffic congestion, new development pressure and diminished resources for roadways and 
transit service have raised the stakes for transportation planning in Snohomish County. Growth 
projections for population and employment indicate that the existing transportation system is 
inadequate to meet future demand. An outdated transportation funding model and difficult economic 
conditions clearly indicate that a new approach will be required to maintain mobility in the face of 
future growth. 

Recognizing the need for change, Community Transit, Snohomish County and other local and regional 
jurisdictions independently initiated a number of strategies, policies and planning efforts that soon 
pointed toward a common vision – multi-modal transportation corridors and integrated transit, land use 
and infrastructure planning. As this vision developed and interdependencies emerged, coordination and 
cooperation resulted in unprecedented alignment of local and regional transportation plans and 
strategies. 

Important elements of this approach included shifting the focus from vehicle through-put to person 
through-put, moving the “roads vs transit” debate to “integrated roads and transit” and realizing that 
land use authorities, not transit agencies, have the greatest influence on transit market development. 

While corridor development in Snohomish County has a long way to go, there have been early successes 
and current programs are a model for other areas of the state. Key to this progress has been early and 
ongoing emphases on interagency communication, planning and funding strategies. Regular 
conversation around corridor development has established an environment of understanding, trust and 
common purpose that gives agencies in Snohomish County an advantage in competing for scarce 
transportation resources. 

 

Concrete Innovations (Chinook 3) 
Jim Powell, American Concrete Pavement 

Description available soon. 

 

 



Using Social Media to Deliver Your Public Works Message (Chinook 4) 
Mike Pearson and Deb Castle, Gov Delivery 

 What is social media? 

 Where is social media? 

 Social Media culture shift 

 Benefits of using social media 

 Automating social media 

 Using Social media as a communications tool 

 Creating a social media community 

 Using social media internally 

 

Thursday, April 5 
10:30-11:30  

 

Grease to Energy Panel (Chinook 1) 
Jessie Israel, King County Wastewater Treatment Division; David Adler, Washington State Department of 
Ecology; Kevin Maas, Farm Power; Greg Moen, HDR Engineering Inc. 

Come listen to a panel discuss a regional perspective on advanced biofuel technology and current trends 
happening with biodiesel, cellulosic ethanol and biogas production, as well as digestors and co-digestors 
existing in Washington state for methane gas energy conversion at Wastewater Treatment Facilities and 
Farm power applications. The panel will discuss why it is important to explore and apply current 
technology involving the conversion of FOG (Fats, oil and grease) to energy and the associated costs. 
King County’s Wastewater Treatment Division will share what they are currently doing at their West 
Point and the South Treatment facilities to maximize these opportunities. The Department of Ecology 
will share information on the evolution of biodiesel away from using virgin oil feedstocks and toward the 
use of waste fats, oils and greases. Farm Power from Whatcom County will discuss the application of 
FOG on their digesters to create energy that is applied to greenhouses and sold to the local energy 
distributor. Power points will be shared and open dialog is encouraged.  
 

The Swift BRT Program (Chinook 2) 
June Devoll, Community Transit; Tom Hingson, Everett Transit 

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) combines the convenience and comfort of rail with the lower costs and flexibility 
of buses. The Swift BRT line located in Snohomish County currently extends from Shoreline to Everett 
along 17 miles of Hwy 99. This system was developed by Community Transit in partnership with the 
many jurisdictions that the route passes through. Everett Transit Partnered with Community Transit in 
the development of the Swift Northern Terminal at Everett Station. 

Community Transit will present how they developed the Swift BRT program from inception through 
construction, including:  

• How a BRT system can change land use planning  
• Defining success including critical lessons 
• What you need to know about multi-transit agency partnering and how it will play a significant role in 

the future. 

 

 

 
 



Sustainable Infrastructure–Making Roads Green (Chinook 3) 
Roger Mason, Ch2m Hill; Steve Gorcester, TIB; Sharon Love, FHWA; Lisa Reid, CH2M HILL; Angela Brady, 
Seattle DOT 

In recent years, numerous organizations and agencies have developed sustainability evaluation tools, 
including rating systems, assessments, criteria and checklists, with the goal of evaluating the 
sustainability characteristics and performance of roadway projects. Our presenters will share TIB’s 
sustainability criteria; and several tools and rating systems, including INVEST, Greenroads and Envision. 
They will further discuss how to leverage these tools to integrate sustainability into projects and share a 
case study from the highly publicized Mercer Corridor Project. 

1. TIB Sustainability Criteria -- an overview of TIB’s sustainability grant criteria, and highlights of project 
successes, and importance of sustainable solutions for TIB projects. 

2. FHWA’s INVEST Tool -- a summary of FHWA’s Sustainable Highways Self-Evaluation Tool, called 
INVEST. 

3. Best Practices for Integrating Sustainability into Roadway Projects -- an overview of available 
sustainability tools and share best practices for using them to integrate sustainability into 
transportation projects. 

4. Mercer Corridor Project Case Study – an overview of sustainable infrastructure improvements being 
incorporated into this project, including a review of how the project achieved the highest scoring 
Pilot Project in the Greenroads Rating system. 

 

Sustainable Public Works Funding and the Public Works Trust Fund (Chinook 4) 
Stan Finklestein, Washington State Public Works Board Chair; John LaRocque, WA State Dept. of 
Commerce PW Board 

The focus of this session will be an exploration of strategies to address our infrastructure needs in the 
21st century. As recent studies have indicated, as a nation, we are falling behind in our ability to 
maintain and augment our local government public capital to meet both existing needs as well as those 
induced by growth. Furthermore, as our economic conditions deteriorate, local governments have 
substantially reduced their investments necessary to sustain future economic development as well as 
satisfy the current demands on those systems. Questions to be explored will include: 

 What is this generation’s obligation to the next generation? 

 Do we need new strategies to assure sustainable infrastructure systems? 

 What are the appropriate partnerships in the funding of those systems? 

 How should we finance enterprise based capital needs? 

 How do we assure that local officials will raise utility rates to assure that those systems  
will be sustainable? 

 How do you convince elected officials that capital investments should be considered on a 
coequal basis as ongoing general government expenditures? 

 How do you transition from “pay as you use” to “pay as you go” financing? 

 When should small utility systems consider consolidation? 

 What are the consequences of failure? 

 
This workshop is intended to explore both new ideas, as well as to stimulate thinking about how local 
governments can be stewards of their public investments and maintain the quality of life for their 
residents and businesses, now and into the future. 

 

 

 



Thursday, April 5 
1:30-2:30  

 

What is Your Grease Footprint? (Chinook 1) 
Vincent Chavez, Clean Water Services 

The true impact that FOG (Fats, Oils, Grease) has on: building sewer, Public infrastructure, and its cost to 
both. Simple changes to capture FOG at the source will help to reduce operational costs for both 
(business/public). An effort to begin to use FOG as a commodity will provide another avenue to control 
FOG abatement overhead. 

 

Is LED the Answer? A Panel Discussion of Alternative Street Light Technologies (Chinook 2) 
Nora Schultz and Ken Nelson, City of Kennewick; Paul Cho, City of Redmond; Dana Beckwith,  
DKS Associates 

Learn the knowledge other agencies and consultants have gained while investigating alternative street 
lighting technologies. Three projects will be examined, Seattle, Redmond and Kennewick. Find out what 
processes these cities used to test alternate technologies and what they have learned from their 
projects. LED and Induction street lighting will be discussed.  

Learn how to interact with manufacturers and use them as a resource. Find out what questions to ask 
manufacturers when selecting a product.  

The target audience is local agencies (and their consultants) who are considering a change to their street 
lighting. 

 

Pavement Maintenance and Rehab (Chinook 3) - Road and parking lot pavement maintenance and 
rehabilitation management and budgeting that works for local authorities 
Rob Douglas, Golder Associates 

Many Public Works managers in local authorities are faced with the challenges, on one hand, of needing 
to demonstrate that their recommendations on the rehabilitation and maintenance expenditures on the 
pavements within their jurisdictions are based on sound, systematic procedures, but on the other hand, 
of having to make use of staffs with little expertise in formal pavement management. The stakes are 
high, as roads and parking lots represent a large part of local authority budgets, and funding cannot be 
obtained without rational plans and budgets. But the staff members preparing the plans are faced with a 
range of complicated systems with substantial data requirements, requiring expensive field programs. 
With little pavement management training, they are confronted by bewildering user’s manuals if they 
attempt the work themselves, or consultants who speak a strange foreign language if they hire the work 
out. 

In the presentation, the development of a pavement rehabilitation and maintenance management 
system specifically designed to meet the needs of managers in local authorities will be outlined. The 
experience of work with townships in Southern Ontario will be presented, describing the field data 
collection requirements, the construction of a pavement database, and the preparation of realistic 
budgets. Practical lessons learned about the management of the field data collection, training in-house, 
and preparation of budgets will be discussed. 

 

 

 

 



The Six C’s of Effective Leaders (Chinook 4) 
Margaret Dorchester, Dorchester Consulting 

Ms. Dorchester leverages her findings from personal experience and interviews with a number of APWA 
Top Ten Public Works Directors from Washington State to proffer six areas of leadership skill and 
competence that successful leaders demonstrate. She suggests ways to enhance a person’s leadership 
mastery. 

 

Thursday, April 5 
3:30-4:30  

 

Dry Cleaner Regs (Chinook 1) 
Debra Oliver, King County; Steve Whittaker, King County; Amanda Balzer, City of Redmond;  
Byung Maeng, Washington State Department of Ecology 

Drycleaners in Your City? Know the Impacts: Do you know what chemicals the dry cleaning shops in your 
city use to clean clothes? Do you know the environmental and health impacts of these chemicals? Most 
widely known and used is PERC, a chemical used as a primary dry cleaning solvent and spot cleaner. The 
use of PERC has caused serious concern among regulating agencies, from those who protect worker 
safety and health, govern how hazardous waste is managed, and those who protect air quality, 
environmental quality, storm water and wastewater system from contamination. Some jurisdictions are 
phasing out PERC and encouraging alternatives, but what are the alternatives and what new issues arise 
from their use?  

If you have drycleaners in your city, if dry cleaners are connected to your sewer conveyance system, 
come listen to the issues surrounding PERC and the chemical alternatives to PERC. Learn the potential 
health risks to your staff and community and what can be done to help protect the surrounding 
residences, buildings, land, ground water and conveyance systems. This information could help your 
community avoid costly soil remediation, closings of drycleaners, and contamination to soil, ground 
water and bodies of water that may be nearby. Come hear a panel of professionals from varied 
backgrounds talk about this complicated problem and discuss actions they are taking now and 
considering in the future. 

 

Guidebook to Transportation Planning (Chinook 2) 
David Andersen, Washington State Department of Commerce 

Washington State is in the process of updating its guidance on implementing the transportation 
requirements of the Growth Management Act (GMA). Since the passage of the GMA in 1991, the 
transportation planning requirements have been some of the most detailed and controversial aspects of 
its implementation. The transportation planning provisions the GMA have been expanded by the 
legislature several times. In addition to changes from the legislature, the nature of transportation 
planning and plan implementation have also changed significantly in the past 20 years.  

The new guidance addresses several issues that were not contemplated in 1990. These include such 
issues as greenhouse gas emissions goals, transportation and public health considerations, and the state 
energy strategy. The guidance also reflects the lessons learned in the first 20 years of GMA 
implementation. This presentation will focus on two of the most critical changes in the guidance: the 
state energy strategy and new recommendations addressing level-of-service and concurrency 
management. 

 

 



Digital Infrastructure — What is it? (Chinook 3) 
Richard Herrman and Mike Sullivan, PACE Engineers 

We live in a world of constant technological advancement. In every industry, technology is the catalyst 
for change. Thousands of companies, large and small, are focused on putting modern technology to 
work for them. Not only are our design applications rapidly advancing but now we have mobile and web 
technologies changing the way we create and share information. It is virtually impossible to not notice 
the changes cloud computing, smart phones, and tablets are bringing to the day-to-day workflows of 
architects, engineers, surveyors, and designers. Technology is changing the way professionals approach, 
develop concepts, design and review, and data sharing applications. 

At PACE we embrace technology. We are rapidly adopting technology to enhance productivity and cost 
efficiency in the field, speed up communication, obtain client approvals, complete inspections, track 
project logistics, and manage other complications in an industry that is highly competitive. Utilizing 
mobile tools such as tablets have allowed us to meet the high expectations of client instant gratification. 
In conjunction with technology for improving project workflow processes, Geographic Information 
System (GIS) technology compliments many of the workflows in a public works department as well. A 
GIS is a technological tool for comprehending geography and making intelligent decisions. Public works 
departments must quickly respond to crises, manage high volumes of data, and streamline workflow.  

To meet the growing needs of their communities and to effectively work with other departments, public 
works professionals are turning to GIS technology to improve efficiency and productivity. Some of the 
areas within a public works department where GIS use is helping staff work smarter and faster are asset 
management, emergency response, engineering, site selection, mobile workforce, and traffic analysis 
and pavement management. Cloud technology enables access to design capabilities from anywhere, at 
anytime. There are several options, products, and services we use to extend our desktops with greater 
mobility, new viewing and sharing capabilities, and more computing power, helping us better design, 
visualize and simulate our ideas. We are taking advantage of the cloud to access design data from 
anywhere using mobile devices and apps during construction inspection to as-built plans electronically.  

This information is shared real time back in the office saving time and increasing efficiency when 
producing as-built plans. Mobile GIS has the ability to provide the precise and cost effective collection of 
geospatial data required by municipalities, mobile GIS has quickly become a critical component to their 
enterprise IT implementations. Because remote data collection fits easily into its workflow, municipal 
governments and their public works departments have been early adopters of this powerful technology. 
The use of mobile GIS in public works helps improve the quality and speed of data collection and 
stimulates the real-time collaboration between field and office staff. Mobile GIS use in public works 
departments may entail field mapping, asset inventories, asset maintenance, and inspections. 

 

Public (Art) Works (Chinook 4) 
Cath Brunner, 4 Culture 

Throughout the world, visual artists are joining teams that include transportation planners, engineers, 
scientists and ecologists to envision and build public infrastructure that transcends function to become 
an expression of our commitment to the environment, long-term investments in place-making and 
unique, multi-purpose community assets. How do artists influence the design of public works? This 
lecture will showcase some of the most innovative examples of art where you least expect it (solid waste 
transfer stations, waste water treatment facilities, surface water management and highway and bridge 
construction), but where it may have the greatest potential to positively affect the public realm. 

 

 

 
 
 


